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A Recap of Activities in December 2023

Dear Macedonia2025 Community,

With hearts aglow in festive joy, we joyously welcome you to the December edition of the
Macedonia2025 Newsletter!

In the spirit of giving and gratitude, this edition shines a spotlight on inspiring individuals and
businesses that are making a positive impact on Macedonia.
We extend our deepest thanks for your unwavering support, which is vital to our mission of
driving economic growth and empowering future leaders.

May this newsletter kindle your imagination and fill your season with warmth, joy, and the spirit
of generosity. As we celebrate the magic of Christmas, we wish you a Merry Christmas filled with
love, laughter, and cherished moments. Here's to a holiday season and a Happy New Year filled
with prosperity and new beginnings!

Warm regards,
The Macedonia2025 Team

"Bright Future for Bright Minds" Fundraising Campaign

In the spirit of giving that defines this season, we are thrilled to present the "Bright Future for
Bright Minds" campaign. With your unwavering support, we aim to extend a lifeline to even more



deserving Macedonian youth from underserved backgrounds by increasing the number of
scholarships awarded. Last year, thanks to your generosity, we successfully trained 215 young
minds, providing them with crucial tech skills that are shaping the future landscape of our
country. This year, let's aim even higher!
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Helping Build a Stronger Nation

"Bright Future For
Bright Minds”

Your Gift Today, Their Bright Future Tomorrow.

Why donate? Your support will:

%> Provide scholarships to underserved youth
¥> Foster crucial tech skills for the future
¥ Create networks and friendships globally
¥> Strengthen Macedonian culture

ADD TO OUR SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Your contributions can once again be the driving force behind transforming lives and opening
doors of opportunity. Join us in this mission to empower and uplift. Together, let's exceed last
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year's impact and pave the way for an even brighter future for the children of Macedonia.

Nominations for Recognition of Diaspora Contribution 2024 Are Open

Macedonia2025, in collaboration with the Cabinet of the President of North Macedonia,
announces the 2024 Call for Nominations for the Diaspora Contribution Award. This prestigious
initiative aims to recognize individuals of Macedonian descent who have made significant
contributions in various fields, regardless of where they were born or currently reside. The award
celebrates their selfless engagement and impact across sectors such as philanthropy, business,
academia, leadership, arts, and humanitarian efforts.

OPEN CALL
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under the auspices of the
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announce an
OPEN CALL FOR NOMINATIONS for the
RECOGNITION FOR DIASPORA CONTRIBUTION

FIND OUT MORE

This is an opportunity to highlight and honor the inspiring achievements of the Macedonian
diaspora, reinforcing their integral role in the nation's fabric and development.
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Celebrating the 30th Anniversary of the World Bank in Macedonia

A compelling and insightful discussion marking the 30th anniversary of Macedonia's partnership
with the World Bank, key stakeholders gathered to address the Twin Demographic Challenge
confronting the nation: Ageing and Emigration. The distinguished panel, moderated by our CEO,
Nikica Mojsoska Blazhevski included the Minister of Labour and Social Policy, Jovana
Trenchevska, Minister of Finance Fatmir Besimi, Nina Fiti, Advisor to the Executive Director of the
World Bank, and Xiaoging Yu, Country Director for Western Balkan, World Bank.

Together, they delved into the complexities of these challenges, offering valuable perspectives on
strategies to navigate the impact of ageing demographics and emigration trends. The occasion
not only celebrated the longstanding collaboration between Macedonia and the World Bank but
also provided a platform for crucial discussions that contribute to shaping a resilient and
sustainable future for the nation.

Digital Transformation of Macedonian MSMEs

Macedonia2025 is pleased to introduce The Center for Digital Transformation: GoDigital,
supporting micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises in their digital transformation. Our
mission: prepare them for the digital age and shape the businesses of the future. Stay tuned for
updates on this transformative journey.
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Macedonia2025's GoDigital initiative is offering a game-changing opportunity for business experts,
consultants, and consulting companies in Macedonia to advance their knowledge in the realm of
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digitization. The GoDigital Digital Transformation Center is providing free training and international
certification in the following specialized areas:

¢ E-commerce and social media expertise
¢ Digital transformation proficiency
o IT security

CDdigital

Become a certified digital expert with GoDigital
and lead the digital transformation of

Macedonian companies!

MORE INFORMATION

If you're ready to take your skills to the next level and actively shape the future of Macedonian
businesses, this is your chance.

Collaborative Program "Science and Me"

Calling all scientists, regardless of your field—chemistry, biology, physics, geography,
engineering, or any other domain! If you have a burning passion for nurturing curiosity and
inspiring young minds, we have a special initiative that beckons you to join.

Promotional campaign "Science for the future"

J M Johnson Matthey

Inspiring science, enhancing life

MACEDONIA

Let's work together to inspire, empower and
educate. Let's kindle the passion for science in the
hearts of primary school students.

Your words could be the spark that ignites the fire of
curiosity and excellence.

R '
Participation is a breeze:

El Craft a motivating quote (1-2 sentences) and a success story (150-200 words).
B Share some background about yourself.
Submit your contribution through the link below:

SHARE YOUR STORY HERE
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Launching a compelling initiative to ignite a passion for science among the youth, our
promotional campaign, "Science for the Future," proudly introduces Jovan Stefanovski, a
dynamic Laboratory Analyst contributing to Quality Control at Johnson Matthey Macedonia. In a
bid to unlock a world of possibilities, the campaign underscores the importance of knowledge as
the most valuable gift for the next generation.

J M Johnson Matthey | M2 20TA
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PROMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN

"SCIENCE FOR THE FUTURE"

Science has existed since the
beginning of time, and the science of
today is the technology of tomorrow.
Together we fight for a brighter
tomorrow.”

Jovan Stefanovski
Laboratory Analyst working in Quality Control at Johnson
Matthey Macedonia

Science Me

READ ABOUT JOVAN'S STORY

This initiative is made possible through the support of Johnson Matthey's "Science and Me"
Community Impact Program. Thank you for being a part of this remarkable journey, and for your
invaluable contribution to the future of science education.

Country Dashboard Takeaways
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World Bank 2023 Systematic
Country Diagnostic for Macedonia
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In a recent update from the World Bank,
Macedonia's development journey presents a
mixed bag of progress and challenges. On the
bright side, the country has made impressive
strides in economic development, with a notable
reduction in poverty and advancement towards
shared prosperity, alongside improvements in
infrastructure, health, education, and
environmental management. However, the
nation faces significant hurdles, including
persistent economic challenges, governance
issues, and administrative inefficiencies.
Productivity remains low, and the labor market
is struggling, compounded by pressing climate
and energy challenges. These factors highlight
the complex landscape Macedonia navigates as
it seeks sustainable growth and improved living
standards for its citizens

Exploring the latest PISA 2022 test scores unveils the proficiency in key academic areas of 15-year-
olds' in Macedonia. While the country set an ambitious goal on the Macedonia2025 Country
Dashboard to rank in the top half among 19 structural and regional peers, it fell short of this target.
However, a significant highlight is Macedonia's performance in Mathematics, boasting the narrowest
gap with OECD countries. In stark contrast, the results revealed a substantial challenge in reading
proficiency, marking the largest gap compared to OECD standards.

PISA 2022 Test Scores of
15-year-olds’ abilities

International Average (OECD) -North Macedonia

8 ®
472 476 485

0

Mathematics Reading Science

KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM
PISA 2022:

Students had better math scores and more confidence
in self-directed learning when their teachers were
available during closures.

Minimizing digital device distractions in class is
recommended.

Peer-to-peer tutoring results in a stronger sense of
belonging among students.

Schools that minimized closures during COVID received
higher scores and students reported a greater sense of
belonging.
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EXPLORE OUR COUNTRY DASHBOARD

These insights from the PISA 2022 scores underscore the critical need for targeted improvements
in Macedonia's education system, particularly in enhancing reading skills, to build a resilient and
supportive educational environment for its future generations.

Presidential Center for Political Education End Year Reception

In a vibrant start to the New Year, President Stevo Pendarovski hosted a captivating reception at
the Presidential Center for Political Education, "School of Politics," bringing together three
generations. Macedonia2025, along with partners NDI, IRI, WFD Western Balkans, Konrad-
Adenauer-Stiftung, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, and RYCO, played a pivotal role in contributing to
the success of this impactful School for Politics.

The event celebrated the significant influence of socially active and engaged young individuals,
whose passion, energy, and fresh perspectives drive positive change and foster a more inclusive
policy-making landscape. Together, we applaud the power of youth engagement, political
diversity, and collaborative partnerships in shaping the future!

Connect2MK Platform


https://macedonia2025.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZtYWNlZG9uaWEyMDI1LmNvbSUyRmNvdW50cnktZGFzaGJvYXJkJTJG&sig=9sEAzAmg38EZwFRAUgY9inPUqfu5QpiZidWnmAu8UDxH&iat=1704208697&a=%7C%7C477846107%7C%7C&account=macedonia2025%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=Zyz7h8n2pylFENwU82SKxsTgBP21YxIHINEDUZxvJdSWyDVIHRU%3D%3AsILYZD73EX1HeUsM8ADsmBWyNzWOVsT1&s=915f0c8c5f5ffff03f21aa369de0944d&i=48A109A1A582
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DEVELGRED AND DONATED BY

MORE INFORMATION HERE

We are proud to offer this innovative platform as part of our commitment to supporting the

economic development and prosperity of Macedonia. Many thanks to Intertec.io for donating and
developing the platform, as well as the promotional video.

INTEFTEC

2023 Achievements

As we reflect on an extraordinary 2023, it's your unwavering support that turned our ambitious
dreams into impactful realities. Together, we've achieved remarkable milestones: over 230

Macedonian youths, both local and from the diaspora enhanced their skills. These victories aren't
just ours; they're YOURS too.


https://macedonia2025.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20lMkZ3YXRjaCUzRnYlM0RkMDlWczFjT20tYw==&sig=4STuAfpHYRj7VMxR782HppfRZhME7JHnuP6g8ZQSqmXq&iat=1704208697&a=%7C%7C477846107%7C%7C&account=macedonia2025%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=Zyz7h8n2pylFENwU82SKxsTgBP21YxIHINEDUZxvJdSWyDVIHRU%3D%3AsILYZD73EX1HeUsM8ADsmBWyNzWOVsT1&s=915f0c8c5f5ffff03f21aa369de0944d&i=48A109A1A568
https://macedonia2025.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20lMkZ3YXRjaCUzRnYlM0RkMDlWczFjT20tYw==&sig=4STuAfpHYRj7VMxR782HppfRZhME7JHnuP6g8ZQSqmXq&iat=1704208697&a=%7C%7C477846107%7C%7C&account=macedonia2025%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=Zyz7h8n2pylFENwU82SKxsTgBP21YxIHINEDUZxvJdSWyDVIHRU%3D%3AsILYZD73EX1HeUsM8ADsmBWyNzWOVsT1&s=915f0c8c5f5ffff03f21aa369de0944d&i=48A109A1A568
https://macedonia2025.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZjb25uZWN0Mm1rLmNvbSUyRmhvbWU=&sig=2wffpFaHotg7nPXDYuLYAqJsk1QHuDckZJqEhcNzLW7Y&iat=1704208697&a=%7C%7C477846107%7C%7C&account=macedonia2025%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=Zyz7h8n2pylFENwU82SKxsTgBP21YxIHINEDUZxvJdSWyDVIHRU%3D%3AsILYZD73EX1HeUsM8ADsmBWyNzWOVsT1&s=915f0c8c5f5ffff03f21aa369de0944d&i=48A109A1A569
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SUPPORT MACEDONIA2025

But our journey doesn't end here. Imagine the wonders we can create with your continued
support in 2024. Each donation is a building block for a brighter future, fueling initiatives that
make a real difference. Let's join hands again and set new benchmarks of success. Be a part of
this incredible journey; every contribution, big or small, writes a part of this inspiring story.

Macedonia2025 and the Media

Macedonia2025 wrapped up 2023 with a special event, joined by Macedonian media, to celebrate
the year's achievements and unveil plans for 2024. The focus for the coming year includes driving
economic reforms, attracting foreign investments, and enhancing competitiveness through
digitalization and anti-corruption initiatives. Macedonia2025 remains committed to its vision of
progress and a better future for the nation
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Helping Build a Stronger Nation
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DIGITAL RECAP Our digital presence as an organization keeps evolving! As of today, our Facebook
page counts 14,295 followers and 13.532 liked our Facebook page. Our LinkedIn audience amounts
to 10,104 followers and counting. We have around 69,129 YouTube views and an increased number
of subscribers. While our Instagram followers amount to 2,274 as of today. In times like these, it is
more important than ever to remain digitally connected and to build an active and engaged
audience. So far, 91 users are using our new platform '‘Connect2MK’, launched on December 1,
2020. Specifically, 54 companies and 37 experts have created their profile and are using the
platform.

Please make sure that you like/ follow Macedonia2025 on all social media outlets: Facebook,
LinkedIn, Twitter and Instagram. Don’t forget to subscribe to our YouTube channel! Please feel free
to contact us at office@macedonia2025.com for further information, questions or comments.
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https://macedonia2025.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20lMkZ3YXRjaCUzRnYlM0R6bUduZ2stbjNHbyUyNmZlYXR1cmUlM0R5b3V0dS5iZQ==&sig=aDPEepqxM9LWLrD4YYScvYedQtzPkb5V834XkU5eUps&iat=1704208697&a=%7C%7C477846107%7C%7C&account=macedonia2025%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=Zyz7h8n2pylFENwU82SKxsTgBP21YxIHINEDUZxvJdSWyDVIHRU%3D%3AsILYZD73EX1HeUsM8ADsmBWyNzWOVsT1&s=915f0c8c5f5ffff03f21aa369de0944d&i=48A109A1A585
https://macedonia2025.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20lMkZ3YXRjaCUzRnYlM0R6bUduZ2stbjNHbyUyNmZlYXR1cmUlM0R5b3V0dS5iZQ==&sig=aDPEepqxM9LWLrD4YYScvYedQtzPkb5V834XkU5eUps&iat=1704208697&a=%7C%7C477846107%7C%7C&account=macedonia2025%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=Zyz7h8n2pylFENwU82SKxsTgBP21YxIHINEDUZxvJdSWyDVIHRU%3D%3AsILYZD73EX1HeUsM8ADsmBWyNzWOVsT1&s=915f0c8c5f5ffff03f21aa369de0944d&i=48A109A1A585
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https://macedonia2025.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tJTJGTWFjZWRvbmlhMjAyNQ==&sig=8VqzGW4j5ozxCX3hT7Z55VyAqFEVELQW3HXFPscQfffi&iat=1704208697&a=%7C%7C477846107%7C%7C&account=macedonia2025%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=Zyz7h8n2pylFENwU82SKxsTgBP21YxIHINEDUZxvJdSWyDVIHRU%3D%3AsILYZD73EX1HeUsM8ADsmBWyNzWOVsT1&s=915f0c8c5f5ffff03f21aa369de0944d&i=48A109A1A574
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